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A new light in the Inland

Christmas marks the ¢

Chrisimas, 1967, in |
another era—a rev olution 1
steer the course of Central
—Industrialisation.
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in the arid regions west o

nnnversary of the beginning o
ZLentral Australia could well |

that promises to change the dea
+Australian history into an hith
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the Centre the prospect of
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/ pn’osperzty, the potential of  which is, as yet, incalculable.

) | The front cover plate « »of this issue is symbolic in tha 't it typifies the very spmt

) qf Christmas and the word ds of The Master . . . . “I am the Light of the world.”
) Certain it is that the bu rrning oil flare at Mereenie [No., 4 gwes promise of
things to come, sheds a li, r7eht in the indusirial darkness of Central Australia and'h i
) iiliminates the birth of a } aost of new industries that can conly lead to a popu_latwn é
/ explosion., (
/ To date five wells capc ‘bble of producing rich gas in « commercial quantities lgalve;l (
) been completed in the Mer zeenie Field west of The Alice | wnd according to "t‘]veil@ﬁ'?f &
) progress report issued by | Magellan Petroleum Australia 1 [Limited: i Vo -
) “The discovery of lar gge reserves of natural gas in - the Amadeus #Baggn i’a '-
the deliverability potentials - of producers completed to d. wie at Mereenie a 1 nh &
{ Valley undoubtedly will h¢ wwe a significant impact on tl ae development of

¢ Australia.  For the first ti ime energy is available at a ccompetitive price

) development of mineral a md other resources within an = area of seve

) thousand square miles. For - instance, o subsidiary of the Unterrfgtwn

) currently is evaluating a la rrge nickel deposit at ngeuu na, about GAU)':

| west of Mereenie, which i would be classed uneconomic  for devgl r

¢ reasonably priced energy. . Eighty miles to the north of )

/ substantial deposits of quc nriz-haematite have been foun |

) “Estimales of the oil ir 1 place in the Pacoota Reservo #r at .

) as high as 500 million bar rrels. If it develops that one- -] Lifth of

) high gravity crude oil cai m be recovered, the total oii -

}/-. reserves would make it con wmercially feasible to build a 1pip

\ water (ransportation along  Australia’s southern coastlin Byt

: The work is far from (‘omplele Magellan technwu

/ Mereenie clearly demonstre tte Ihat oil can be produced

) sandstones and further “wil, I cat” drilling is envisaged to | ldesi
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