
Northern	Territory	Task	Force	on	Hydraulic	Fracturing	

Dear	Justice	Pepper,	

The	question	of	water	is	ongoing	and	critical	and	I	thought	it	might	be	of	interest	
to	the	Northern	Territory	Inquiry	team	to	read	a	chain	of	correspondence	to	the	
Editor	of	Queensland	Country	Life	on	this	subject.	(1st	letter	published	24	august,	
4th	letter	on	5th	October	2017)	

Letter	1	is	from	Rhys	Turner	from	APPEA	
Letter	2	is	from	Basin	Sustainability	Alliance	Chair,	local	farmer	and	vet,	Lee	
McNicoll	
Letter	3	is	from	Origin	Energy	Gas	Well	Maintenance	Operator	Andrew	Levine	
And	Letter	4	is	from	Brian	Bender,	Chinchilla	farmer.		

I	invite	you	to	read	the	letters	and	determine	your	own	opinion	on	who	provided	
the	most	facts.		
As	pointed	out	to	me	by	Mark	Anning,	there	are	additional	facts	to	consider:	

“a)	no	assessment	on	the	impact	to	the	GAB	due	to	the	depressurisation.	That	is,	
pressure	alone	plays	a	very	important	role	in	how	the	GAB	survives,	and	this	has	
been	ignored,	could	the	pressure	play	a	more	important	role	than	the	underground	
water	alone?	
b) OGIA	has	NOT	undertaken	any	modelling	on	the	time	it	will	take	to	repair	the
GAB	due	to	the	unlimited	water	take	by	the	CSG	industry.	Will	the	time	be	circa
300years,	1,000years	or	if	ever?
c) Everything	is	connected	to	everything	else...this	reflects	the	existence	of	the
elaborate	network	of	interconnections	in	the	ecosphere.	The	word	"cybernetics"	is
concerned	with	cycles	of	events	that	steer,	or	govern,	the	behaviour	of	a
system...this	leads	to	the	question,	what	amount	of	stress	can	this	system	absorb
before	it	is	driven	to	collapse?	It	would	be	logical	to	assess	the	GAB	as	a	complex
ecosystem,	with	multiple	interconnections...so	what	happens	when	one	part	of	the
GAB	breaks	down,	followed	by	the	next	and	so	on?	Dramatic	collapse,	and	given	the
complexity	of	the	GAB,	the	outcome	would	more	than	likely	be	long-delayed	effects!
d) With	regards	to	the	salinity	topic,	in	nature	there	is	no	such	thing	as	"waste".
Nothing	goes	away,	it	is	simply	transferred	from	one	place	to	another,	converted
from	one	molecular	form	to	another,	acting	on	the	life	processes	of	any	organism	in
which	it	becomes,	for	a	time,	lodged.	One	of	the	main	reasons	we	are	in	an
environmental	crisis	is	that	a	great	amount	of	materials	have	been	extracted	from
the	earth.	The	result,	too	often,	is	the	accumulation	of	harmful	amounts	of	material
in	places	where,	in	nature,	they	do	not	belong.	I	would	like	to	ask	Mr	Levine	if	he
could	demonstrate	where	the	"waste"	from	cleaning	the	WCM	water	is	being
managed	and	disposed	of?
e) Nature	knows	best...this	carries	on	from	the	above	point.	Earth	has	about	3+
billion	years	of	R&D	behind	it	(more	R&D	than	the	oil	and	gas	industry	has)...so	to
explain	this,	take	for	example	how	living	cells	synthesis	fatty	acids	with	even-
numbered	carbon	chain	lengths	(4,6,8	etc),	but	not	with	odd-numbered	carbon
chain	lengths;	or,	compounds	that	contain	attached	nitrogen	and	oxygen	atoms	are
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singularly	rare	in	living	things...this	warns	us	that	artificial	introduction	of	
substances	of	this	type	would	be	dangerous...hence	why	DDT	was	nowhere	found	in	
nature.	Nature	knows	best...this	is	why	nature	has	trapped	NORMS,	heavy	metals,	
gases,	carcinogens	deep	underground	as	this	is	naturally	the	safest	place	to	store	
such	compounds	and	elements.	The	CSG	industry	is	bring	all	those	toxic	substances	
and	more	to	the	surface	where	they	simply	do	not	belong!”	

In	addition,	in	the	light	of	industry’s	claims	regarding	their	supposed	beneficial	
water	usage	and	the	reverse	osmosis	plant	discussed	by	their	proponent,	I	would	
like	you	to	consider	a	further	article	published	in	the	Chinchilla	News.	

• This	confirms	that	in	Chinchilla	Western	Downs	Regional	Council
standpipe	charges	are	among	the	highest	in	Australia	at	$17.10	per
kilolitre.

• Not	only	that,	but	98%	of	the	water	from	the	Chinchilla	community
standpipe	is	taken	by	gas	companies.

I	would	ask	you	to	consider	what	is	it	happening	here	and	why.	The	gas	
companies	have	access	to	vast	amounts	of	raw	water	and	have	a	RO	plant	to	
“clean	and	purify”	it.	Why	should	they	have	any	need	to	take	water	from	the	
community	supply	at	all,	let	alone	take	98%	of	the	water	from	a	community	
owned	standpipe	in	a	drought	declared	region?		

How	does	that	fit	in	with	beneficial	usage?	
How	would	that	translate	to	the	Northern	Territory?	

Best	wishes	
Geralyn	McCarron	
8th	October	2017	
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