QLD Government Department
of Health Submission #654

Mr Michael Walsh
Director General, Queensland Health
33 Charlotte Street
Brisbane QLD 4000
By email:

Dear Mr Walsh
RE: HYDRAULIC FRACTURING INQUIRY
I refer to the Scientific Inquiry into Hydraulic Fracturing of Unconventional Reservoirs in
the Northern Territory (the Inquiry), which was established by the Northern Territory
Government under the Inquiries Act 1945 (NT) in late 2016 to investigate the impacts and
risks of hydraulic fracturing of onshore shale gas reservoirs and associated activities on
the environmental, social, economic and cultural conditions in the Northern Territory.
Further information about the Inquiry is available at www.frackinginquiry.nt.gov.au
Public submissions to the Scientific Inquiry into Hydraulic Fracturing in the Northern
Territory have included a number of submissions from Dr Geralyn McCarron, relating to
allegations of adverse health effects associated with CSG operations in south east
Queensland. The Inquiry's attention was recently drawn to a press article (attached) and
the related publication (attached) suggesting that an increase in hospitalisation rates in
the Darling Downs region can be attributed to the development of the CSG industry in
this region.
Does Queensland Health have any comment on the substance of these allegations of
CSG-linked adverse health effects?
In order to meet our strict publication deadlines, I would appreciate a response prior to
2 February 2018. Please do not hesitate to email Professor Brian Priestly, a member of
the Inquiry, should you have any queries. Professor Priestly’s email is

Yours sincerely

THE HON JUSTICE RACHEL PEPPER
Chair
24 January 2018
Please direct all correspondence regarding the Scientific Inquiry into Hydraulic Fracturing to:
Hydraulic Fracturing Taskforce
GPO Box 4396, Darwin NT 0801
T 08 8999 6573
E fracking.inquiry@nt.gov.au
W frackinginquiry.nt.gov.au
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Pollutants from Queensland's coal seam gas industry may explain a significant spike in hospital admissions on the
gasrich Darling Downs, a new study suggests.
The study, published in the International Journal of Environmental Studies, says local hospital admissions for acute
circulatory and respiratory diseases jumped between 2007 and 2014, when CSG emissions also ramped up
substantially.
Author and Australian GP Geralyn McCarron says her research does not conclusively prove CSG emissions put
more people in hospital, but describes her findings as a "red flag" that must trigger urgent new studies on human
health near CSG hubs.
Dr McCarron has long warned that the health risks posed by CSG extraction are not properly understood in
Australia, and she also believes airquality monitoring programs are grossly inadequate.
Her study drew together admissions data from the Darling Downs Hospital and Health Services, and CSG emissions
data lodged with the federal government's National Pollutants Inventory (NPI).
"Increased cardiopulmonary hospitalisations are coincident with the rise in pollutants known to cause such
symptoms," Dr McCarron writes in the study.
"The burden of air pollution from the gas industry on the wellbeing of the Darling Downs population is a significant
public health concern."
She found hospital admissions for acute circulatory diseases more than doubled, from 2198 to 5141 cases, between
2007 and 2014.
Acute respiratory admissions were up by 142 per cent, from 1257 to 3051 cases.
And it didn't seem to matter where people lived in relation to CSG activities, with increases evident across all areas,
including locations relatively distant from CSG gas fields.
Over the same period, CSG companies also reported large increases in emissions as the industry ramped up.
For example, small particulate matter that can be breathed in and can causes illness was up a staggering 6000 per
cent, from 29.2 tonnes to almost 1927 tonnes.
Emissions of the known carcinogen formaldehyde rose from 12kg to 160.42 tonnes.
And Nitrogen oxides were up 489 per cent, to 10,048 tonnes, carbon monoxide up 800 per cent, to 6800 tonnes, and
volatile organic compounds up 337 per cent, to 670 tonnes.
Dr McCarron said the study should be ringing alarm bells with health authorities and called for them to immediately
undertake comprehensive human health studies to fully explain the jump in hospital admissions.
"There has been an escalation in health impairment correlating with, and potentially attributable to, the escalating air
pollution from this heavy industry," she writes.
"Acute hospitalisation data from the Darling Downs raise a red flag. It is urgent that there should be a
comprehensive investigation of the health impacts from the unconventional gas industry in Australia."
AAP is seeking comment from the Queensland government, and the Queensland Resources Council.
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EXCLUSIVE

Magistrate spares thug
A magistrate who declined to record a conviction against a Gold Coast street thug has a history of imposing ‘soft’ sentences.

Council fears Aus Day violence
A Melbourne council which attacked Australia Day fears its citizenship ceremony will attract violent nationalist protests.
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Venus out on day of shocks
It was a day of carnage at the Australian Open as Venus Williams led the list of old timers crashing out.

State left without abortion clinic
Women’s groups warn lives will be at risk following the sudden closure of Tasmania’s last abortion clinic.
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Dasha through, Sam exits
Daria Gavrilova last night started her Australian Open campaign in blistering fashion in contrast to Sam Stosur.

Steer clear of toxic types
We all know a Larry the Liar or a Fragile Freda whose behaviour saps our energy and makes life an ordeal.
A NOTE ABOUT RELEVANT ADVERTISING: We collect information about the content (including ads) you use across this site and use it to make both advertising and content more
relevant to you on our network and other sites. This is also known as Online Behavioural Advertising. You can find out more about our policy and your choices, including how
to optout here
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