
CATCHMENT OVERVIEW
MAP SERIES

This document displays the following map series for the report,
Daly River Catchment, Part 1 - An Assessment of the Physical

and Ecological Condition of the Daly River and its Major
Tributaries

Map 1 NT Drainage Divisions and Basins as
defined by the Australian Water Resources
Council

Map 2 Locality Plan and Dry Season Flows

Map 3 Landform

Map 4 Vegetation and Important Wetlands

Map 5 Land Tenure and Land Use

Map 6 Major Sub-catchments

Map 7 Sub-sections

Map 8 Stream Orders

Map 9 Location of Sites
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LOCALITY PLAN AND 
DRY SEASON FLOWS
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LANDFORM DESCRIPTION
Undulating plains to hilly country
with isolated mesas and buttes
(Map units AC13, CC56, If4, Mo23,
Mo24, My68, SQ1, Wd12, Wd13)

Plateaus, mesas, buttes, plateau 
escarpments and adjacent rough
rocky hills  (Map units AB33, BA6,
BA7, JV1, JV2, My83)

Hilly to steep hilly ranges and strike ridges
(Map units LK22, LK23, Mw33, Tb134)

Flat to undulating terrain
(Map units JV3, MJ1, Mt4, Mt5, My67, 
My70, My71, My72, My73, My74, My79, 
Wd11)

Low to steep hills, ridges and cuestas 
with areas of bouldery outcrop
(Map units JJ28, OO4)

Floodplains and back plains, adjacent 
sideslopes and stony rises, levees, 
billabongs and channels
(Map units Mb15, OO1, OO2, OO3, OO8)

Flat to gently undulating plains with
either narrow drainage or broad shallow 
valleys  (Map units II5, II8)

Seasonally flooded coastal plains and
adjacent sand dunes
(Map units Jw1, NN3, NN5)

LEGEND
Catchment Boundary
River
Creek
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Map 3

LANDFORM
(Broad scale mapping)
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Map units have been  re-grouped based on landform
The soil survey does not fully align with the drainage due to
the difference in original mapping scales

NOTE
1.
2.

SOURCE
Northcote, K.H. (1968)
'Atlas of Australian Soils, Explanatory Data for Sheet 8,
Northern Part of the Northern Territory.'
CSIRO, Melbourne University Press, Australia.
(Survey Scale 1 : 2,000,000)

Drainage:  1 : 250,000 Auslig topographic map series



VEGETATION DESCRIPTION
CLOSED - FOREST
Mixed species closed-forest
(Monsoon vine forest thicket)
EUCALYPT WITH GRASS UNDERSTOREY
Open - Forest
E. miniata, E. tetradonta with Sorghum
grassland understorey
Woodland
E. bleeseri, E. dichromophloia, E. ferruginea,
E. latifolia, E. miniata, E. papuana, E. patellaris,
E. polycarpa, E. tectifica, E. tetradonta, E. terminalis
Grassland understorey
Chrysopogon fallax, Sehima nervosum, 
Plectrachne pungens, Sorghum
Low Woodland
E. chlorophylla, E. dichromophloia, E. microtheca,
E. terminalis, E. tintinnans, Excoecaria parvifolia,
E. pruinosa
Grassland understorey
Eulalia aurea, Dichanthium, Chrysopogon fallax,
Sehima nervosum, Plectrachne pungens, Sorghum
Low Open - Woodland
E. microtheca with Eulalia aurea, Dichanthium
grassland understorey
EUCALYPT WITH HUMMOCK GRASS 
UNDERSTOREY
Low Woodland
E. phoenicia with Plectrachne pungens hummock
grassland understorey
Low - Open Woodland
E. brevifolia, E. dichromophloia, E. miniata with
Plectrachne pungens hummock grassland

MIXED SPECIES LOW OPEN-WOODLAND
WITH GRASS UNDERSTOREY
E. pruinosa, Lysiphyllum cunninghamii, Terminalia

with Eulalia aurea, Dichanthium, arostrata,
Chrysopogon fallax, Sehima nervosum
grassland understorey
MELALEUCA
M. viridiflora, Eucalyptus low open - woodland with
Chrysopogon fallax grassland understorey
FLOODPLAINS
Mixed closed - grassland / sedgeland (Seasonal
Floodplain)
ACACIA WITH GRASS UNDERSTOREY
A. shirleyi open - forest with open - grassland 
understorey
LITTORAL
Mangal low - closed forest (Mangroves); saline tidal
flats with scattered chenopod low shrubland

understorey
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Important Wetlands Source:
Aust. Nature Conservation Agency (1993)
'A Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia'.

Daly-Reynolds Floodplain-Estuary System
(includes entire floodplain of the Daly River
Immediately west of Wooliana Homestead,
downstream to and including the estuary)
Daly River Middle Reaches
(from the junction of Stray Creek downstream
to Daly River Crossing; includes main channel
and billabongs within 1km of the channel)
Katherine River Gorge
(includes the permanent sections of
Katherine River within Katherine Gorge)

SOURCE:
Wilson, B.A.
'Vegetation Survey of the Northern Territory, Australia'.
(Survey Scale 1 : 1,000,000)

Drainage:  1 : 250,000 Auslig topographic map series
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Vegetation categories have been  re-grouped
The vegetation survey does not fully align with the drainage
due to the difference in original mapping scales
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LAND TENURE
AND LAND USE

In general, where waterways form 
property boundaries the bed and banks 
of the waterway separating such 
properties is classified as Crown land.  
Where a waterway lies within a property 
the bed and banks of the waterway 
belong to the property owners but the 
water rights over such waterways belong 
to the Crown.

NOTE

LAND CLASSIFICATION

Crown Lease Perpetual
Crown Lease Term
Private Freehold
Vacant Crown Land

National Park or Reserve
Pastoral Lease

Katherine Municipal Boundary

Public Recreation Area
and Boat Ramp
Public Recreation Area
Catchment Boundary
Cadastral Boundary
Major Road
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MAJOR SUB-CATCHMENTS
Daly River
Chilling Creek
Hayward Creek
Fish River
Bamboo (Moon Boon) Creek
Green Ant Creek
Douglas River
Stray Creek
Bradshaw Creek
Dead Horse Creek
Fergusson River
Flora River
Katherine River
Limestone Creek
King and Dry Rivers
Seventeen Mile Creek

LEGEND
Catchment Boundary
Sub-catchment Boundary
River
Creek
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Map 7
SUB-SECTIONS
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a.  Below King River
b.  Below Seventeen Mile Creek
c.  Below Grace and Fanny Creeks
d.  Below Birdie Creek
e.  Upper Katherine River  
LIMESTONE & SCOTT CREEKS
KING RIVER

DRY RIVER
DURRINYAN CREEK
SEVENTEEN MILE CREEK

a.  Below Dry River
b.  Above Dry River

a.  Below Edith River
b.  Above Edith River
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Sub-section Boundary

Catchment Boundary
Sub-catchment Boundary

LEGEND

8,114
3,955
2,072

841
426
213
362

Stream Length
(kms - approx)

31
13
17
32
25

8
5

7
6
5
4
3
2
1

No of
sites

Stream Order

TOP END WATERWAYS PROJECT
DALY RIVER CATCHMENT

STREAM ORDERS
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NOTE
Stream orders were compiled using ArcGrid.   
The stream network was generated using a 
Digital Elevation Model (DEM) and was based 
on a 1:250,000 map scale.
Stream orders have been assigned to rivers 
and creeks using the Strahler system. Seven 
stream orders were recorded for Daly River 
Catchment.
     
     Minor streams = stream orders 1 and 2.
     Medium - sized streams = stream orders
     3, 4 and 5.
     Major streams = stream orders 6 and 7.
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Map 9

LOCATION OF SITES
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