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Wastewater from hydraulic fracturing or drilling operations must be managed in accordance 

with a waste management plan under an approved EMP pursuant to the Petroleum 
(Environment) Regulations. Any proposal to dispose untreated wastewater into waterways 
would not be approved. 

Should a proponent wish to dispose of treated wastewater by release into a waterway, the 

activity EMP would need to demonstrate that the disposal: 

• meets the principles of ecologically sustainable development
• reduces the impact on the environment to a level that is as low as reasonably

practicable and is acceptable.
• Meets appropriate water quality standards

The EMP would achieve this through establishing clear objectives, controls with performance 

standards and measurement criteria. An implementation plan that gives confidence that any 
adverse effects on the receiving waterway and its ecologically dependent receptors are 
avoided must also be provided. In addition, wastewater discharge into waterways requires a 
water discharge licence under section 74 of the Water Act. Unlicensed discharge is an 
offence against section 16 of the Water Act. 

Mining and petroleum activities are currently exempt from certain parts of the Water Act, 

namely section 15, section 16 (only if confined to the petroleum site), Part 5 and Part 6 

including Division 5 (only if confined to the petroleum site). Therefore, petroleum activities 
are not completely exempt from the Water Act when the activity extends beyond the 
petroleum site. Please note that Government has made the decision to remove the current 
exemptions from the Water Act and this is currently being progressed by relevant 
Departments. 

8. Amungee NW-1 H well data

Question 

Following recent media coverage, the Inquiry understands that certain monitoring information 

regarding the Amungee NW-1 well is passed on to DPIR on a weekly basis. Please provide the Inquiry 

with a copy of that data, including an interpretation of that data. 

9. Greenhouse-gas emissions

Question 

The Panel has formed a preliminary view that, if the industry is given approval to proceed, the 

following mechanisms will be required to minimise greenhouse gas emissions, and in particular, 

methane emissions: 

• implementation of leading practice standards for emission reduction (such as, for example, the

United States Environmental Protection Agency's New Source Performance Standards, Permitting

Rules for the Oil and Natural Gas Industry)

• baseline measurements of methane levels prior to development

• ongoing monitoring of methane levels at key points during exploration, development, and production.

The Inquiry invites comments on the above. In addition, please comment on: 



            
     

              
           

      

              
  

         

             
 

               
   

            
           

            

               
         

             
             

  

             
             

 

    

    

       

            
              

               
   

              
          

           
           

        

             
           

            
           

             
     

              
              

   



            
             

                 
           

             
 

             
          

            
            
              

             
     

               
         
             
             
              

      

              
           

           
             

             

             
         
            

           
            

              
         

          
               

               
         

                

     
     

              
           

                 
    

       



            
        

              
               

             
   

  

        

            
            

             
             
            

              
     

             
         

      

            
            

          
             

          
            

            
     

             
             

            
         
  

             
            

             
           

          
         

          
         

             
        

      



           
              
       

           
            

              
            

             
               

           
            

            
          

            
          

            
              
          

              
   

  

      

                 
           

              
       

          

          
    

             
         

     

              
            

        

             
        

        

          
             

             



         
               

           
             

              
          

    

            
           

  

               
            

      

           
              

          
          

      

            
     

           
             

          
            

             
     

        

               
         

             

       

           
         

   

           
 

            
        

          
          



       

               
         

          
    

          

           

             
              

                
 

           
           

          
      

               
         

              
             

               
            

          
             

            
         

           
        

            
        

            
             

        

              
               

              
      

            

         
           

       



         
          

          
             

   

            
           

           
             

  

  

              
         

             
            

              
            

          
          

              
             

        

         
             

           
           
            

             
            

             
              

           
                  

 

             
           

          
        

          
            

            
             

             
            

   

           



            
          

              

            
          

              
             

          
             

           
          

             
             

             

              

  

            
            

            
          

              
               

              
          

             
   

            
          

            
           

    

            
    

   
   
  

           

   
     
      
       
     



            
             

   

          
         
            

               
          

            

            
         

          
           

           
            

  

         
           

  

           
              

         

         
                
          

 

            
          

                 
              

             
         



 

            
              

           
      

     

              

            
                 
               
           

      

                
              
   

             

           

              
             

        
            

              

          

 

               

          

              
               

        

           
            

             

             
            



         

            
            

      

          
               

           

               
           

  

           
             

               

             
            

              

               
     

             

             
            

           
         

                
  

             
            

        

 

          

          

     



  

             
               

     

               
         

              
    

            
            

 

                 

             

             
            

             

            
                

                   
       

             
              

            
              
       

             
             
            

    

             
             

      

    

        

       

      

           
          

        

  



            
           

         
     

            
           
              

            
              

            
               
              
  

             
             

            

            
     

             

               
           

              
             

          

             

          

          

           
              

             
              

            

         

           
 

           
             

   

            
    

             



                

             
     

        

              
       

       

         

            
       

             
            

           
             

           
           

            
      

              
          

          
            

               
        

  

               
 

 

            
            

    

          

             
   

 

           

         



            
      

      

             

 

            
       

          

           
        

     

     

          
          

      

          

            
       

          

             
         

           
     

         

          

          
            

            
           

         
        

 

          
          

            
           



        
          

           
      

     

           
     

            

         
         

      

  

         
         

            

           
         

  

           

          

 

         

              
       

        
           

          

    

             
            
    

 

 

 

  




